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Biomapping of Water Bodies invertebrates in terms of species
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Eco-environmental challenges for

Cambodia
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areas are worst impacted. None of the municipalities and corporations is
well administered and funded; and hence waste management is not
considered a top priority. The existing sewage system of the cities and
municipal areasarein need of urgent repairsand/ or modernization and are
overloaded with too many inter-connecting supply lines to cater to the
growing city populations. Thisover pressure have been putting additional
burden and load on the partly functioning sewage system that needs
immediate attention and lack systematic and regular monitoring. Every
year during the monsoon, the sewage system breaks down and there is
mixing of the sewer lines with the city drinking water supplies. As a
consequence outbreaks of gastrointestinal diseases are common during the
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monsoon resulting in
unfortunate deaths of senior
citizens, children and
women. Furthermore, due
to poor quality of water
treatment; water borne
diseases are also common.
Often untreated liquid
wastes, both domestic and
industrial in nature are
drained via pipelines into
open areas and are a source
of considerable level of
pollution withn the city
areas.

Rapid deterioration of the
virgin tropical and sub-
tropical forestsin theremote
rural areas for the purpose
of expanding agriculture
and establishing various
industries, mining
¥ explorations, tourism
industry, attempts of
infrastructural
developments like
constructodrirrigation
canals, railway tracks,
highways, bridges, hydro-
electric power stations
without any long term
environmental impact
assessments could have
serious ecological
consequences. Human-
wildlife conflicts, poaching,
trafficking of wildlife and
wildlife productsintoillegal
wildlife markets of SE Asia
and South Chinais eroding
the base of rich biodiversity
within the nation.
Furthermore, porous and unmonitored intentional borders are also
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Thelack of strong environmental regulationswithin the nation hasresulted
in unmonitored growth of several industries with no long term plans
causing significant pollution. None of the existing industries take
responsibility in the proper management of hazardous and toxic industrial
wastes and are indiscriminately dumped within the country with a blind
eyetolong term consequencesto thelocal ecosystem and environment. The
domesticaswell asindustrial and agricultural wastes are being left without
any treatment and are potent sources of toxic pollutants within the cities as
well asin the metropolitan and suburban areas. The ever expanding slum
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infrastructural developments for decades have divided the country into
developing, poorly developed and grossly under developed areaswith poor
economic opportunities for the local communities. Hence, Cambodia over
several decades has observed mass migration of her rural populationsinto
the cities way beyond their carrying capacities. The Cambodian cities are
therefore poorly developed without proper planning and do not have the
amenities necessary to support an expanding population base. Cambodia
therefore needsto make significant progressto improve her developmental
indiceswhich isindirectly responsiblefor the eco-environmental challenges
thenationiscurrently facing.
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